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Information to be Submitted with Application

1. A plot plan drawn to scale indicating all pertinent data.

2, Alist of all adjoining property owners with mailing addresses.

3. Names and addresses of all persons having legal or equitable
interest in the property,

4, All required supporting documentation or additional studies
as may be required; including traffic and environmental
studies, etc.

NOTE:

All applicants MUST schedule a pre-application meeting with
the Department of Planning and Zoning prior to filing any
application to the Board of Appeals.

To schedule please call 410-638-3119
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Land Description
Address and Location of Property

Subdivision __A ﬁ &K 8miTH LotNumber__%/
Acreage/Lot Size Acré Election District__ < 3 Zoning_ KX, TaxID # 4 D= %ﬁqﬂ ‘7 5?

TaxMapNo. 2.2 GridNo, _D__L Parcel__J'T"]  Water/Sewer: Private _____ Public

List ALL structures on property and current use:

Estimated time required to present case: I«MM u , A T# C

If this Appeal is in reference to a Building Permit, state number _4A( g,g

Would approval of this petition violate the covenants and restrictions for your property? Yes, No v~

Is this property located within the County's Chesapeake Bay Critical Area? Yes No__

If so, what is the Critical Area Land Use designations:

Is this request the result of a zoning enforcement investigation? Yes_____ No_/

Is this request within one (1) mile of any incorporated town limits? Yes No \/
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If addiitional space is needed, attach sheet to application. In answering the above questions, please refer to the Requirements that pertain to the
Yype of approval request. (Special Exception, Variance, Critical Area or Natural Resource District (VRD) Variance, etc.)
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Advent Lutheran Church
Request

This June, 2011, Advent Lutheran Church closed its elementary school and facility,
which housed grades kindergarten through fifth grade, as a result of escalating expenses and
decreasing student enrollment. Space in excess of 12,000 sq. ft., including an attractive health
center, offices, and seven model-modern classrooms, is now currently unoccupied.

Cypress School, presently housed in Delta, PA, addresses students with special learning
problems. They are interested in relocating to Harford County, and establishing a partnership
with Advent Lutheran congregation by renting four classrooms.

Presently, Cypress School is serving Harford County students. Their demographic
studies reveal a significantly greater Harford County student population in need of services they
provide.



Advent Lutheran Church

Justification

The primary mission of Advent Lutheran congregation has been guiding the development
of children. As a result of this mission in September, 1998, a Child Development Center was
opened followed in September, 2003, by the opening of an Elementary School. The Child
Development Center (CDC) continues to successfully operate and address the needs of children,
infants through four-year-olds. Sadly, the elementary School, as a result of escalating expenses
and decreasing student enrollment, closed June, 2011. Students and their families who attended
either our school or CDC have shared many positive experiences and commendations and have
encouraged our congregation to maintain its mission to serve children. This plea remains
especially challenging as the congregation’s financial debt for this mission is si gnificant and we
must search for creative, meaningful ways to satisfy the payments.

The school facility, today, seven years after opening, is still praised by visitors for its
attractiveness, modern design, and functionality. The school plant is an inviting environment
built and equipped to accommodate a fully-functioning school. Therefore, it remains a vision of
our congregations to utilize this part of our building for the purpose for which it was constructed:
a service facility to children and their families.

Cypress School was formed to address children with unique, identified learning
problems. Their children have experienced frustrations with learning, created negative attitudes
toward school, and faced damaging challenges to their self-concept and self-worth. Specific
learning goals and objectives are developed for each Cypress student. These prescriptive
programs will be accredited by the Maryland State Department of Education and delivered bya
fully certified teaching staff. Teacher/student ratio will remain small, 1-5, and certified aide
assistance will also be provided. Parents and family members of these students, who also have
experienced great frustration, will be counseled and supported. In addition, church members,
several with extensive educational training and background, will meet with the Cypress School
staff on a monthly basis to nurture the successful integration of services. In fact, several
congregation members are excited about volunteering in the classroom and other first-hand
activities, such as planting an outside garden. The Cypress School model, its goals and objectives
are achievable.

An inviting physical school plant, a dedicate certified trained staff, a diagnostic
prescriptive individualized learning plan for each student and a caring, supportive congregation
will create a new, healthy, rich school environment for these needy and deserving children.

Advent Lutheran Church looks forward to this partnership. It was disappointing to close
our school, but this may be God’s way to redirect us to focus on these special children and help
them feel loved, proud, and successful.
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TO: Board of Appeals
Harford County Government of Maryland

RE: Proposed use of Advent Lutheran Elementary School Building
Date: June 17, 2011
Dear Board,

I have worked closely with the congregation and the committee responsible for finding
suitable use for the now vacant school building owned by Advent Lutheran Church of
Harford County.

I'have been active in developing and am fully aware of the proposed petition to the Board
of Appeals of Harford County . I support this action and endorse the attempt to use our
facilities as stated in their proposal to the Board.

Rev. Paul V. Bickel
Pastor of Advent Lutheran Church of Harford County
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